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11_1 . (C)  Post  delivered  ref  tel  letter  at  the  MFA  on  the 

margins  of  Ambassador  Foley's  meeting  with  Foreign  Minister 
Kinga  Goncz  February  8. 

1I_2 . (C)  FM  Goncz  seconded  Ambassador  Foley's  strong 

endorsement  of  the  Ahtisaari  plan,  describing  it  as  a "good 
basis  for  engagement."  She  emphasized  the  importance  of  a 
Security  Council  Resolution  "to  Serbia  and  to  the  entire 
region"  to  finalize  a settlement.  She  took  our  point  re  the 
need  to  move  forward  now,  commenting  that  "some  Serbian 
input"  is  important.  She  agreed  that  efforts  to  form  a new 
Serbian  government  would  likely  stretch  out  "too  long, " but 
suggested  that  the  IC  consider  waiting  for  Serbian 
parliamentarians  to  take  their  seats  before  moving  forward. 

She  predicted  that  this  would  happen  in  a matter  of  days. 

1I_3 . (C)  MFA  statements  in  response  to  the  Ahtisaari  plan  have 

been  extremely  cautious,  emphasizing  the  importance  of  the 
entire  region's  integration  into  Euro-Atlantic  structures. 

We  expect  this  reflects  a careful  balancing  of  concerns  over 
stability  in  Serbia  - particularly  of  the  ethnic  Hungarian 
minority  - with  the  recognition  of  Contact  Group  consensus. 

We  do  not  expect  more  robust  public  statements  from  the  GoH, 
but  they  remain  very  eager  to  tailor  their  private  messages 
to  Belgrade  with  our  policy  following  more  detailed 
consultations  on  the  Balkans. 

FOLEY 


